HANDOUT #1

SUBJECT: EOP - Compliance with Cinil Righs DATE: LL 1 9
Pobaes in all Federally Assasted and
Federally Conducted Programs
TO: Richard Baird, Acting State FILE CODE:

Coaservationist, NRCS, O'rooq Maine

This is in reference to our telephone comversation of July 12, 1996 requesting a
clarification of NRCS and soil and water coaservation districts (SWCD's) responsibiities

in complying with noodiscrimination provissoas as they affect proaram delivery initiatves.

Fusxofan,bmcsmsxcomplyﬁm;w'uh:ﬂthcnondammigﬁmmsas
contained m 7CFR-15, Subpart A, which covers Nondiscriminatien in Federally-Assised
Pfogr&mnananMOfA@mhnt and effectuates Title VI of the Civil Rigirs
Act of 1964, and other related poficies and procedures issued by the Secretary of
Agriculture refative 10 program delivery. The policy cited above 11 Section 15.4 requres
cvery SWCD to sign an assurance statement as “recipients” of “federal financial
assistance™ to volurarily comply with the Secretary’s policies. As such, cach SWCD has
eatered into a Mirual Agreement (MA) and a Cooperative Workdzg Agreement (CW3)
between USDA, Stme, NRCS, and districts to comply with nondiscrimination policies and
mrccqmmd:ﬁ\umgprognmbmditstoaﬂdlgiblcammnﬂw

Pursuant 10 the CWA, districis, as our partners and as “recipints™ of “federal finmcial
assistance™, shoudd pxint an appropriate ~disclaimer”™ statement on publications that ar=-
widely distrimted among program beneficiaries and/or for public mformation. The fax
that districts raise separate funds that they earmark for specific projects does not alter the
fact that they recerve federal financial assistance in some form and are therefore still
covered by 7TCFR-, Subpart A.

Departmental Regulation 4330-1, Section 2 (1)a-g), “Public Notification™, very
dearty states the role and responsibilities of both recipients and agencies in informing
program participants and applicants of their program rights and respoasibilities, the pdicy
ofnorximmnmxtxmmdt]xpmccduresforﬁﬁngammplm Hence, publications isoed
by “recipients™ very appropriatety should include an appropriate “fisclaimer” statemerr as
33¢ﬁumof\olmvcomprmwﬁhtchSDASecTe{myspoﬁc::sascalledfbrunia'
ScmonlSSComE:rmof?CFR 15, SubpartA,mdtthWA_

mrﬁpcdf‘otbcqucsﬂonofsoﬂmgmaiinghsubyraocamimﬂcr we are not soe
of any requirement under current NRCS and/or USDA policies. The use of mailing lis to
disseminate program information or program changes is considered a valable tool in



program outreach. When such ksts are utilized to reach the different pocentiad progmim
beneficiaries, NRCS btas encouraged both employees and “recipients™ o use a2 codans
system for mailing Ests thxt ensure mciusion of afl eligible customers by both ethmscy znd
gender. The use of such a coded hist demonstrates the good faith efforts o NRCS 25 wdl
as of the “recipients™ m trgeting and reaching the entire population served by the dsrct
in the specific geographsc zrea

We hope this darifies your concemns relatrve to the issues as raised
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