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NRCS PARTICIPATES IN THE NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING FAIR 
NRCS was a major sponsor at the National American Indian Science and Engineering Fair (NAISEF) that took 
place last month in Albuquerque.  NRCS is both an Amber and Circle of Support Partner sponsor for the 
annual event that drew 258 students from 14 states.   The American Indian Science and Engineering Society 
(AISES) event enjoyed the services of 98 volunteer judges to review student science projects in the areas of 
engineering, environmental sciences and plant sciences 
 
AISES is a national, nonprofit organization which nurtures community development by bridging science and 
technology with traditional values.  Through its educational programs, AISES provides opportunities for 
American Indians and Alaska Natives to pursue studies in science, engineering, and technology arenas.  
AISES’ ultimate goal is to be a catalyst for the advancement of American Indians and Native Alaskans as they 
become self-reliant and self-determined members of society. NRCS sponsorship for this science fair helps 
provide the support AISES needs as they move forward to provide educational and career opportunities for 
American Indians and Alaska Native students across the Nation. 
 

Dr. Carol Crouch, Oklahoma District Conservationist and collateral 
duty National Special Emphasis Program Manager American 
Indian Program Manager (AI/AN SEPM) and State Conservationist 
of Oklahoma, Ron Hilliard, served as special award judges during 
the event.  Dr. Crouch was also the special award judge for the 
American Indian Alaska Native Employee Association (AIANEA) 
awards for three seniors presenting science projects.  
 
Other NRCS employees (seen in accompanying photo) who 
participated as NAISEF judges included; Nathaniel Todea, Utah 

State Office Hydraulic Engineer and National Civil Rights Committee American Indian Male Representative; 
from New Mexico State Office were Cliff Sanchez, Assistant State Conservationist/Water Resources and 
Roger Ford, State Conservation Engineer; and from the NRCS National Design, Construction, and Soil 
Mechanics Center (NDCSMC), Johnny Green., Engineer and Co-Director of NDCSMC. 
 
Furthermore, while Nathaniel Todea participated in the NAISEF he also had an opportunity to present two 
professional papers to post graduate Civil Engineering candidates at the University of New Mexico graduate 
seminar in Albuquerque, NM, where the NAISEF was held.  The papers are titled Using GIS to Complete a 
Rehabilitation Plan for a High Hazard Dam, Association of State Dam Safety Officials, Austin, Texas 2007 and 
Predicting Hydrologic/Hydraulic Condition of Streams Using Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar, 
American Water Resource Association (AWRA) Orlando, Florida 2010.  The AWRA presentation and paper 
can be found on Engineering Activities http://www.ut.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/engineering/activities.html. Both 
of these papers were also presented at the 2011 Water Users Conference in St. George, Utah March 15-16, 
2011. 
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