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January 5, 2012

USDA CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION INCLUDES UNDERSTANDING SAME SEX 
ORIENTATION 
Dee Cummings; Utah Civil Rights Advisory Committee Special Emphasis Program Manager for 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Awareness; is sharing the following information provided by 
fellow Civil Rights Committee Member Joe Buford in the interest of helping NRCS employees move 
closer to the goals of Cultural Transformation as outlined by Ag Secretary Tom Vilsack.  The following 
newspaper article appeared in the Castle Country Daily News.Com, published by the Sun Advocate 
in Price: 
 
You've just been faced with difficult news from your loved one: they are gay, lesbian, bisexual, or transgender; 
what do you do next? Deny what you've heard, avoid the issue, cut off all association with that person? In the 
past families who have received this news have been forced to sink or swim, deal with the change through trial 
and error, but those who have sought help have been forced to travel to the Northern part of the state for any 
advice or support. Now a service will be offered in our local area. 
 
The Families and Friends of Same Sex Oriented Individuals (FAFSSO) are here to help, and one of the 
organizers , John Behn, shared his story and why he believes this is a needed service. I have a son who came 
to my wife and I five years ago and told us he was gay. We've spent the last five years trying to figure out how 
to relate, what to say and what to do. The news of John's son came as a surprise and the Behn family didn't 
know where to turn. They worried what their community, their friends, and family would think when the 
preference had been made known. John also worried how he would handle the situation when his son brought 
home a partner to meet the folks. 
 
If you think the Behn family is the only family facing these difficult situations, think again. According to the 2010 
Census, there are 1.2 million gay people living with a same sex partner in the United States alone, and the 
Castle Valley is among this statistic. Families across the Nation need a reliable advice program that can help 
them provide the support system needed for their loved ones. FAFSSO will provide that safe haven. With the 
involvement of various religious entities such as Ascension St. Matthews, and the United Methodist Church, 
the organization hopes to stop the stigma. Reverend Les Husby with the United Methodist Church, feels this is 
an opportunity to put prejudice to rest and bring back the lost sense of community, It's such a divisive issue 
that people forget the fact that a church is their community and that includes all who live in that community. 
 
Families and Friends of Same Sex Oriented Individuals will meet every third Friday of the month in the USU-
Eastern Jennifer Leavitt Student Center at 7 p.m. If you or a loved one has recently admitted a change in their 
sexual orientation don't go through the process alone. Attend the FAFSSO meetings or call John Behn for 
more information at 435-650-5359.  
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