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Weber County Little Weber River Cutoff Channel 
 
NEPA Public Scoping Project Description 
 
The Weber River flowing through Weber County, Utah does not have sufficient capacity to convey flood 
flows to provide protection to the surrounding agricultural and residential areas.  The Little Weber River 
Cutoff Channel is a historic floodplain channel in western Weber County that carried flood flows to the 
Great Salt Lake but is currently disconnected from the Weber River due to agricultural activities, 
construction of roads and dikes, and residential development.  This channel was activated during the 2011 
flood event and numerous breaches were created in roads and embankments to convey water through this 
historic floodplain channel. 
 
The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and Weber County are analyzing alternatives to 
reduce flood impacts to the land surrounding the Weber River during elevated flows in the river.  
Conceptual alternatives that have been identified during the scoping process include the following: 
 

• Cutoff Channel: The cutoff channel would be designed to carry up to a certain volume during 
flood events from the Weber River through private land and the Harold S. Crane Wildlife 
Management Refuge into the Great Salt Lake.  Modifications would be required to carry this 
flood flow out of the river and through various conveyance ditches until it reaches the Great Salt 
Lake.  These modifications may include the following: 

o Install a diversion structure in the Weber River, 
o Construct a new channel capable of transporting flood flows between 5500 W St and 

5900 W St, 
o Increase the culvert capacities at the 700 N St, 6700 W St, and 5500 W crossings, 
o Increase the capacity of the five culverts located in Rainbow Dike on the Harold S. Crane 

Waterfowl Management Area operated by the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources, and 
o Construct a rock lined spillway on the Rainbow Dike to safely transport flood flows over 

the dike. 
 

• Levees/Dikes: Dikes and/or levees would be constructed adjacent to the Weber River to prevent 
flood flows from overtopping the banks and flood adjacent property. 

 
• Other Alternatives: Other alternatives will be analyzed during the NEPA process to reduce flood 

impacts to the surrounding community. 
 
NEPA Analysis 
 
This project is being partially funded by the NRCS Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program to 
reduce impacts from future flood events in the Weber River.  A National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement was prepared by NRCS for the EWP program; 
however, the Little Weber River Cutoff Channel does not fit within the analysis parameters of the PEIS 
since this project will increase flood protection above 2011 pre-flood protection levels.  NRCS, as the 
lead federal agency, is initiating additional NEPA analysis in the form of an Environmental Assessment to 
analyze impacts to the natural and human environment from this project.  The Environmental Assessment 
will comply with the Council on Environmental Quality’s regulations at 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508 which 
require an evaluation of potential environmental impacts associated with federal projects and actions. 
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