OM-UT-410

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
OM-UT-410  GRADE STABILIZATION STRUCTURE
OPERATION AND mAINTENANCE iTEMS

A properly operated and maintained grade stabilization structure is an asset to the farm. The grade stabilization structure(s) was designed and installed to stabilize an eroding area and to safely convey runoff from the drainage area.  Estimated life span of the Installation is at least 15 years. The life of the structure can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

Failure to Operate and Maintain this system could result in actions to reclaim cost share and/or loss of any future financial or technical assistance.

This practice will require periodic maintenance and may also require operational items to maintain satisfactory performance. A good operation and maintenance program includes:

· Avoid operating farm equipment too close to the structure.  Equipment can transfer vibration and weight to the structure that may be In excess of design and cause damage or failure.

· Protect vegetated soil covering. Removal of vegetation will accelerate soil erosion which can result in damage to earthfills or spillways.

· Control livestock access to the structure.  They may be injured, damage protective vegetation and earthfills or accelerate soil erosion.

· Removal of debris accumulation at the structure, and immediately upstream or downstream. Debris accumulation can reduce hydraulic capacity and cause structural damage or failure during a runoff event.

· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system. The screens and/or rodent guards shall also be kept in place.

· Periodically replace and relocate rock riprap either by machine or by hand.  It is necessary to maintain Immediately repair any damage caused by rodents or burrowing animal activity.

· Repair or replace riprap rocks to the lines and grades of the original design.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals. Their burrows may weaken earthen sections and develop flow paths for water and accelerate soil erosion and often structure failure.

Special Operation and Maintenance Requirements: 
USDA-NRCS-UT
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