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              Utah

Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide – Cropland, Hayland, Pastureland
	Owner/Operator:
	Field Office:

	County:
	Watershed:

	Assisted By:
	Date:

	Location (Township, Range, Section):

	General Information:  This model may be used on cropland, hayland, and pastureland.  An average score of 0.5 or higher meets NRCS Quality Criteria for a Resource Management System. Non-cropland vegetative cover includes native or planted vegetation that is managed for wildlife benefits rather than for production agriculture. It may include food plots, unharvested hay, ungrazed pasture, fencerows, field borders, pivot corners, ditch banks, wetland and riparian areas, or nearby natural areas. Non-cropland vegetative cover must be under the control of the operation being rated. 

	Factor - Components

	Values
	Before
	
After


	1)  Size and configuration of non-cropland vegetative cover during the growing season

	a) > 2.5 acres contiguous 

b) 1.1 – 2.4 acres contiguous, or > 2.5 acres fragmented
c) 1 acre contiguous, or 1.1 – 2.4 acres fragmented
d) 0.5 – 0.9 acre contiguous, or 1 acre fragmented
e) < 0.5 acre contiguous, or < 0.9 acre fragmented
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	2) Average width of non-cropland vegetative cover during the growing season

	a) >  100 feet

b) 51 - 99 feet

c) 50 feet

d) 30 – 49 feet

e) < 30 feet
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	3) Average distance from center of cropped field(s) to nearest non-cropland vegetative cover during the growing season

	a) < or = 660’ 

b) 661’ – 1319’

c) 1320 feet

d) 1321’ – 2640’

e) > 2640’
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	4) Composition of non-cropland vegetative cover

	a) Dominated by native species

b) Mixture of native and introduced species

c) Mixture of introduced species that function similar to natives

d) Monoculture of 1 introduced species

e) Dominated by invasive and/or noxious species
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	5 Vertical structure of non-cropland vegetative cover (layers of different types of plants with different growth forms)

	a) > or = 3 layers 

b) 2 layers

c) 1 layer
	1.0

0.5 

0.0
	
	

	6) Management of non-cropland vegetative cover (disturbance by grazing, haying, mowing, spraying etc.)

	a) No disturbance April 1 - July 15

b) No disturbance April 15 - July 1

c) No disturbance April 15 - June 15

d) No disturbance April 15 - June 1

e) Disturbed between April 15  – June 1
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	7) Crop Residue Management / Winter Food and Cover (left undisturbed until April 1)

	a) > 75% of field with standing stubble at least 8” tall, or forage or cover crop

b) 51 - 75% of field with standing stubble at least 8” tall, or forage crop

c) Residue gleaned by livestock, no fall tillage
d) Fall tillage, > 30% residue
e) Fall tillage,< 30% residue
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	8) Crop Rotation
	
	
	

	a) Rotation includes 2 years or more grasses or legumes

b) Rotation includes at least 1 year grasses, small grains, or legumes

c) Continuous small grains, or orchard/vineyard with cover crop

d) Orchard or vineyard without cover crop between rows

e) Continuous row or truck crops
	1.0

0.8

0.5

0.3

0.0 
	
	

	
	SUM
	
	

	Final Habitat Model Score = SUM / 8
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